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ALBANY — A business nonprofit group that 
promotes early education says New York state's 
economy gets an immediate boost from state 
spending on pre-K programs. 
 
The group, America's Edge, is releasing a report 
Wednesday that says for every $1 spent by the 
state on early education programs, an additional 
86 cents in private sector spending takes place. 
 
The study's authors say that the economic return 
is better than when investments are made in 
manufacturing and transportation, two areas that 
often get a lot of attention from government 
economic development efforts. 
 
"We must build an infrastructure that will ensure 
we've got a supply of skilled workers for the 
future," said Dick Frederick, director of the 
Emerging Ventures Ecosystem at Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute in Troy. "And the 
foundation of that infrastructure is quality 
early learning." 
 
Frederick is among a handful of local business 
leaders who are touting the study's 
findings Wednesday. 
Also among that group is John Cavalier, the 
former chief executive at MapInfo, a software 
company that is now part of Pitney Bowes. 
Cavalier is still involved in the local technology 
scene and played a role in creating Tech Valley 

High School in East Greenbush. He is also a 
member of the board of the nonprofit 
organization that runs the University at Albany's 
College of Nanoscale Science and Engineering. 
 
Cavalier says the high-tech growth in the Capital 
Region is bringing in a lot of families that are 
used to strong early education programs. And 
with two working parents the norm these days, 
pre-K services can help serve as an anchor for 
the local economy. 
 
"It's a way to maximize the adult workforce," 
Cavalier said. "The people coming here to work 
are very demanding about education. We can't 
have enough people here to take care of the 
needs of the nanotech industry." 
 
America's Edge wants Gov. Andrew Cuomo and 
the Legislature to continue the state's annual 
funding of $384 million for pre-K services and to 
set aside $53 million from the governor's 
proposed $250 million in competitive education 
grants for universal pre-K in New York. 
 
The group also advocates $20 million in 
spending by the state on a program called 
QualitystarsNY, currently in pilot testing, that 
would seeking to improve the quality of 
educational programs in day care centers and 
other pre-K programs. 
 

 
	  


