
 
 

 
Early education pays off for 
business, state 
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As our state legislators consider the 
best possible investments to boost 
our economy today and create long-
term economic growth, I have a 
suggestion: Invest in high-quality 
early care and education. 
 
Americaʼs Edge, a business leaders 
organization, reports that 
investments in early learning actually 
will boost sales of goods and 
services from Kansas businesses. In 
fact, every $1 invested in quality 
early learning will generate roughly 
$2 in total sales of local goods and 
services. Such a rate of return 
demonstrates that early care and 
education is an economic sector 
through which we can create real 
development in our state. 

But the reverse is also true. Every $1 
cut from our stateʼs early learning 
programs will result in a loss of sales 
to Kansas businesses of roughly $2 
– certainly not the kind of losses our 
fragile economic recovery can take. 

But there is also the bigger picture to 
consider: A quality early learning 
system will lay the groundwork for 

future growth by ensuring that 
Kansas will have a workforce with 
the skills that businesses need in a 
fast-paced global marketplace. 

Businesses certainly want their 
employees to have the hard skills – 
math, reading and writing. But 
despite a market flooded with job 
seekers, many employers have 
trouble finding workers with the 
essential soft skills – the ability to 
communicate, collaborate and 
critically think. 

From birth to age 5, kids learn to 
communicate and to develop 
problem-solving abilities, social skills 
and pre-academic skills – like the 
basics of reading and math. Instilling 
these skills is essential for laying the 
foundation for higher brain function 
and all academic skills that will 
follow. And they are the foundation 
for the increasingly important soft 
skills. 

The numbers back it up: Children 
who participate in high-quality early 
learning programs are up to 44 
percent more likely to graduate from 



high school, are 22 percent more 
likely to be employed, and can have 
median earnings that are 36 percent 
higher as adults than those who did 
not participate in such programs. 
When the benefits are totaled, 
studies have found that early 
learning programs can save as much 
as $16 for every $1 invested. 

We have the opportunity now to 
strengthen Kansas businesses with 
a booster shot to our economy, while 
better ensuring a pipeline of well-
educated workers with the 
knowledge, skills and abilities key to 
our businesses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I urge our state legislators to invest 
in programs we know will work for 
our businesses, our economy and 
our kids. Quality early learning 
programs meet that test. 

Janice Suzanne Smith is executive 
director of the Opportunity Project, 
TOP Learning Centers, in Wichita. 


