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Kansas City-area business leaders are touting a report that says investing in early child care and education 
will generate an economic boost for Kansas businesses and help communities in the long term. 
The report by America’s Edge said that for every dollar invested in early care and education, an additional 
68 cents is generated in Kansas, for a total $1.68 of spending in-state. Conversely, cutting this spending 
would eliminate 68 cents on top of every $1 cut. 
 
Local business leaders releasing the report included Tyler Nottberg, CEO of Kansas City-based U.S. 
Engineering Co.; Neal Sharma, CEO of Overland Park-based Digital Evolution Group;  Jonathan Freiden, 
CEO of Grandview-based U.S. Toy Co./Constructive Play Things; and Terry Calaway, president of 
Johnson County Community College 
 
“We as business leaders need to be behind these sort of issues because children don’t have a voice for 
themselves,” Nottberg said in an interview. He is a co-founder of the Alliance for Childhood Education, 
which seeks to improve the Kansas and Missouri education systems. 
 
Nottberg said the report’s findings bode well for local businesses. 
 
The report found that returns from early care and education investments would be higher than those from 
investments in construction, manufacturing, transportation, and wholesale and retail trade. 
 
The report said that by 2018, 1 million jobs in the state will need employees who have had training beyond 
high school. Children who have the benefit of early care and education often score better in math and 
reading and enter the work force with higher skill levels, according to the report. 
 
“If we are serious about real economic development and ensuring long-term economic security for Kansas, 
building and protecting a high-quality early learning system is key,” Sharma in a release. 
	  


