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As business people involved in local 
economic development and financial 
management in Michigan, we know how 
difficult the past three years have been for 
many families. 
 
Now that our economy appears to be 
improving, we find ourselves asking: Do we 
have what it takes to ensure our long-term 
economic security? 
 
Looking at our state’s education 
infrastructure leaves us questioning. In 
Michigan, 26 percent of high school 
students don’t graduate on time; 69 percent 
of eighth-graders test below grade level in 
math; and 69 percent of fourth-graders are 
below grade level in reading. 
 
Unfortunately, a generation of poor 
academic achievement gives way to an 
unhealthy economy. 
 
According to a report by America’s Edge, a 
business leaders organization, just one class 
of dropouts nationwide will cost the nation 
$335 billion in lower spending power, tax 
contributions and productivity. 
 
These are hardly the numbers that inspire 
future economic confidence. Where will 
these academic underachievers find work? 

 
Beyond retraining and high school 
preparation, we need a plan to improve our 
education system and in turn our state’s 
future workforce. We can start by educating 
our kids earlier in high-quality programs. 
These investments pay proven dividends to 
kids and to the economy. 
 
High-quality early care and education 
programs are economically viable and 
realize an immediate infusion to the 
economy. In Michigan, quality early 
learning produces $2.11 for every dollar 
spent — a better rate of return than 
investments in construction, transportation 
or manufacturing. 
 
Second, research shows that high-quality 
early education increases its students’ 
chances of academic success. A longitudinal 
study of the Perry Preschool Project in 
Ypsilanti found that participating students 
were 44 percent more likely to graduate high 
school and 22 percent more likely to be 
employed at age 40 than kids who didn’t 
participate. A long-term survey of Chicago’s 
Child-Parent Centers found that attending 
children were 40 percent less likely to need 
special education than peers. Also, North 
Carolina’s Abecedarian program found that, 
by age 30, participants were four times more 



likely to have earned a four-year degree and 
were 42 percent more likely to have been 
consistently employed. 
 
Results speak for themselves: Early 
education pays for itself and leads to more 
productive citizens. 
 
Our legislators are working on our state’s 
budget and have the ability to strengthen 
Michigan’s economic recovery and ensure 
we have the infrastructure needed for a 
skilled future workforce. We urge 
lawmakers to increase funding for our 
state’s pre-K program and restore child care 
coverage so that more children have access. 

We also urge restoration of cuts to the Great 
Starts Collaboratives through the Early 
Childhood Investment Corp. These are 
critical investments for our state’s future. 
 
We have faith in our legislators to see that 
our tax dollars are spent wisely. But it is 
important that state leaders know that money 
spent on high-quality early education and 
care is well spent. It provides an immediate 
economic spark to our recovery, ensures 
working parents that their children are in 
quality settings, and will improve our future 
workforce. Quality early learning just makes 
sense. 

	  


