
 
 

 
Letter: Don't cut funding for child care 
To the editor 
Published 09:40 p.m., Thursday, May 24, 2012  
 
 

 
Ted Eveleth of America's Edge reads to three- and four-year olds on Wednesday, Feb. 29, 2012, at 
Club Fed Child Care in Albany, N.Y. (Cindy Schultz / Times Union)  

 
Early childhood advocates pored over the 2012-13 
state budget. We looked for services in the field to be 
maintained and hoped desperately for additional 
funds for our youngest citizens. 
 
Upon learning that funding for county child care 
resource and referral services was maintained at 
$22.03 million, we were relieved that there wouldn't 
be cuts. We were disappointed that after 10 years the 
funding amount hasn't changed. 
 
Service costs have gone up even as these services 
have remained committed to working hard to serve 
their communities and to continually improving their 
quality. The first two nationally quality-assured 
county child care resource and referral services are 
from New York. 
 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo protected child care access and 
the Legislature increased the total by $2 million, 
ensuring no cuts to child care subsidies. We were 
pleased to see this effort and thought the funding 
was done.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Then, earlier this month, Commissioner Gladys 
Carrion announced counties will see a 5 percent cut 
in funds for these services. 
 
When did this cut occur? Who cut the funding? 
And why? 
Cuomo is committed to job creation in New York; 
county child care resource and referral services are 
engaged in efforts to ensure parents can work, 
ensuring a vital state economy. Yet efforts toward 
supporting quality child care have been ignored and 
now will be cut. 
 
If the funding level was maintained in the passed 
budget, why is a cut now announced? Who will get 
those dollars? How was the decision made? Are child 
care subsidies' dollars safe? 
 
Was the budget passed by our legislators really our 
state budget? 
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