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All across Maine and here in Lewiston-Auburn our students 
are heading back to school. Along with their backpacks filled 
with new pencils, and yet-to-be used paper, are tucked not 
only their hopes and dreams for bright futures, but our 
economic necessity for them to grow into the productive and 



and successful future workers Maine so desperately needs. 

If we expect strong outputs from Maine’s students, we need 
to provide them with strong inputs. That means we need to 
focus more attention and resources on our youngest learners. 
These children need and deserve the strongest possible 
foundations in their earliest years when the learning curve is 
straight up. 

We simply must educate our children earlier and do it much 
better to give them the solid learning foundations that will 
serve them for the rest of their lives. Just like building a 
house, it is wisest to lay a solid foundation from the start. 

Evidence shows that high- quality Head Start and an 
expansion of quality pre-K in Maine can provide the 
beginning of a pipeline of educated, skilled workers, and that 
will lead to economic gains for our communities. 

Earlier this year, a decades-long study of North Carolina’s 
Abecedarian quality early education program showed that 
pre-K students there were four times more likely to earn four 
year college degrees than their peers who had not 
participated in the program. They were also 42 percent more 
likely to be on a consistent career path and be employed. 

Other studies prove similar strong results. Graduates of 
Michigan’s high-quality Perry Preschool were 44 percent 
more likely to graduate from high school and went on to earn 
36 percent more in wages as adults than their nonparticipant 
peers. Students who participated in Chicago’s Child-Parent 
Centers were up to 31 percent more likely to hold jobs in 
fields considered semi-skilled and higher. 

As Lewiston’s former chief of police, I also would like to 
point out that all of these studies also show dramatic 



decreases in later criminal activities for students who were 
part of quality early learning programs. 

As chief, I focused on making sure kids got a good start and 
were safe, and our youngest citizens are still a priority for me 
as a small business owner. 

Just as high-quality early care and education can keep kids 
from becoming involved in crime later in life, it also makes 
them great employees down the road and grows our state’s 
economy. 

A report from the business leader group America’s Edge 
shows that for every $1 invested in early care and education 
in Maine, an additional 78 cents is generated, for a total of 
$1.78 in new spending in the state. In addition, spending by 
every four workers employed in local early care and 
educations programs supports an additional new job in 
another sector of our local economy. 

If every child in the state under the age of five were given 
access to quality early care and education at a cost of an 
additional $145 million, that investment would generate 
$260 million in total new spending in Maine businesses. 

Any business-minded person will tell you that’s a good 
return on investment. 

Currently, only 12 percent of 3-year-olds and 42 percent of 4-
year-olds are enrolled in state-funded pre-kindergarten, 
Head Start or a special education preschool program. 

Children who are not involved in these programs miss out on 
important early learning and skills development and the 
chart set for their futures may be less bright. 



Research shows that children who participate in high-quality 
early learning require less special education, have lower rates 
of retention in school, higher rates of high school graduation, 
less crime and higher rates of employment. 

They are also significantly more likely to develop solid “soft 
skills” that are so needed for the jobs of today and the future 
– good communications, problem solving and teamwork. 
They are also better prepared to master content presented to 
them and learn to be lifelong learners adaptable to the 
workforces of the future. 

Investments in early learning provide a significant, 
immediate boost for local businesses and help build stronger 
communities in the long run. These programs equip children 
with the skills they need to succeed in our fast-paced, 21st 
century economy. 

On the federal and state levels, our elected officials have the 
opportunity to improve both the quality of and access to 
early learning programs and we should all make that a 
priority. Lessening or eliminating support for these 
programs would not only harm our children, but our future 
workforce and economy. 

Former Lewiston Police Chief Bill Welch is the 
owner of Pedro-O'Hara's Restaurant in Lewiston.!


