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BUTTE - The child care development block grant is scheduled to terminate at the end of the month... unless 
congress extends the grant. 

Leaders of America's Edge met in Butte Tuesday to discuss the importance of early childhood education, 
and its influence on the future economy. 

"The reason we are meeting here today is because the CCDBG dollars that a lot of individuals rely on so 
they can be employees in the workforce and a lot of employers rely on also is in jeopardy of expiring at the 
end of the month," said David Curry. "So we're here today to ensure that funding continues." 

America's Edge works to strengthen businesses through investing in education.   

The group says they want funding for early schooling to continue because of the positive affects it has on 
the future of students.   

Montana State Director of America's Edge, David Curry, says a having a strong education at a young age 
can have a big impact down the road. 

"Our primary concern is the short term and long term economic benefits of catching kids from zero to five 
and making sure they get a head start on life," said Curry. "It's good for our economy in the long run." 

According to America's Edge, the number of skilled jobs is on the rise.  America's Edge leaders feel the 
positions will be better filled in the future if the upcoming workforce receives a better education from an 
early age.   

Students at Montana Tech say they are ready for the workforce, but will feel even more prepared after 
college.  

"Some of the stuff we learned was some of the stuff I learned here, but definitely not the work load," said 
Jeremy Swain.  

"Twin Bridges had a pretty good high school program in math and science and that's basically what it's all 
about here," said Montana Tech student Matt Tilstra. "So, I would say it did." 

Congress will explore the grant the next time they discuss the budget. 

Currently, Montana does not have a state funded pre-kindergarten program, making funds from the grant 
necessary to support early childhood education.  	  	  


