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Business owners who say early childhood education is a great investment in the state’s 
economic future are calling on Montana’s congressional delegates to continue funding for 
education programs. 

Members of America’s Edge, a nonprofit promoting investments in children, met 
Tuesday at Butte’s AWARE Early Head Start to discuss the necessity for quality 
early childhood education in Montana — and the money that makes it accessible for 
many Montana families, the federal Child Care and Development Block Grant. 

America’s Edge Montana director Dave Curry said Montana children may lose access to 
some federally funded early education programs when mandatory funding for the grant 
expires at the end of the month. 

Shane Ford, owner and president of Re-Bath Montana, and Leslie Womack, president of 
the Montana Educators’ Credit Union, cited statistics from a report commissioned by 
America’s Edge, including that 29 percent of Montana high school graduates don’t meet 
college readiness benchmarks and 23 percent don’t graduate on time. 

The study reports that by 2018, 62 percent of Montana jobs will require some post-
secondary education. In the same year, Montana is fore-casted to have 23,300 jobs in 
science, technology, engineering and math sectors, up 17 percent from 2008. 

To qualify, Montanans will need at least some college. Seven jobs out of 10 will require a 
bachelor’s degree or higher. 

Quality early education provides the platform for further learning, from hard skills like 
reading and math to soft skills like social and emotional learning, Early Head Start 
director Linda Corr-Mahugh said. 

According to the report, every dollar invested in early childcare and education returns 
$1.61 in new spending in the state, Womack said. 

Corr-Mahugh, who’s worked for more than 40 years in the field of education, said the 
longer she’s worked, the more she’s realized that early education is the key.	  	  


