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As the president of a regional engineering firm, I understand the need for a strong K-12 system and our 
community colleges and universities.  What I recently learned, and what spurred me to join the business 
leader organization America's Edge, is that quality early learning is also a critical component of our state's 
economic development, building the foundations for a skilled future workforce. 

Research from America's Edge shows that investments in quality early learning are among the most 
effective ways to infuse dollars into local and state economies, while creating tens of thousands of jobs 
and building a foundation for sustained economic security. 

 The research confirms that, across the state, we can generate $1.61 for every $1 invested in quality early 
learning.  That increased spending, in turn, creates jobs.  The research also shows that investments in 
early learning saves Montana businesses dollars lost every year because of absenteeism. It has also 
been proven to increase employee productivity – again, a big boost to Montana businesses' bottom lines. 

In these hard economic times, as our economy recovers, we need to be strategically poised to attract 
skilled individuals to our state.  Just as we need a quality K-12 system and strong universities and 
community colleges to attract these workers and new businesses to our area, access to a quality early 
learning system is critical to families with young children who are deciding where to live. 

A quality early care and education system will also ensure a future workforce armed with the 21st century 
skills Montana businesses will need.  One long-term study showed that children enrolled in a high-quality 
program were 44 percent more likely to graduate from high school than similar children who did not 



participate. Another study of a quality early learning program found that kids who attended were 
significantly more likely to work in a high-skill occupation or pursue higher education.  It is estimated that 
by 2018, 9 out of every 10 Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) jobs here in Montana will 
require post-secondary education or training. 

And the long-term return on investment is one that cannot be matched by almost any other public 
investment – up to $16 for every $1 invested. 

Early care and education offers something few sectors can offer as we analyze the best ways to utilize 
limited funds – significant short- and long-term economic benefits across the state. 

I look forward to working with America's Edge Montana business leaders as we move forward in a new 
economic reality for Montana businesses.  If we want to ensure that every public dollar is used for what 
we know really works and will strengthen our businesses, economy and communities, our early learning 
system should be as much a priority as the other components of our education system. 

	  


