
At a recent press conference, Senate Majority Leader Seth Goodall (D-Richmond), announced appointed mem-
bers of the of the Joint Select Committee on Maine’s Workforce and the Economy.  Goodall will serve as the
committee’s Senate Chair; House Majority Leader Seth Berry (D-Bowdoinham) will serve as the House Chair.

and more than 50,000 Mainers remain
unemployed.

“Workforce development is an issue,
unlike many I’ve seen in my experience,
that is universally accepted as a priority,”
said Dana Connors, president of the Maine
State Chamber of Commerce. “Developing
our workforce to address the skills gap will
benefits us today, and in the future.” 

According to a recent study, between
now and 2018, 4,000 jobs in Maine will
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Maine business leaders
call for quality early 
learning to strengthen 
state’s economy

New report shows early care
and education investments 

are good for Maine businesses
and improve future workforce

Three prominent Maine business lead-
ers recently released a report showing that
investments in high-quality early learning
programs are good for Maine businesses
and help boost the economy both today
and in the future.  The report also shows
that quality components of these pro-
grams, such as small class sizes and small
child-to-teacher ratios, are the key to
achieving robust economic outcomes.

Participating in the January 24 news
conference at The Opportunity Alliance
Head Start Center were Meredith Strang
Burgess, CEO of Burgess Advertising and
Marketing and a former state representa-
tive from Cumberland who chaired the
Health and Human Services Committee;
Robert (Bob) Moore, CEO and chairman
of Dead River Company; Dana Connors,
president of the Maine State Chamber of
Commerce; and Susan Gates, national
director of America’s Edge, a nonprofit
business leaders organization.

The business leaders, who are mem-
bers of America’s Edge, cited an
America’s Edge report that found that
investments in quality early care and edu-
cation are generating immediate sales of
local goods and services, creating jobs and
aiding in long-term economic security. 

On Wednesday, January 23, 2013, in
a press conference at the State House,
business and community leaders spoke in
favor of the Joint Select Committee on
Maine’s Workforce and Economic
Future. The committee will produce spe-
cific legislation investing in Maine peo-
ple, places, and businesses to grow our
economy both today and tomorrow.

While much of the country has begun
to emerge from the recession, Maine lags
behind. Maine ranks 45th in job creation,

Business and community leaders 
speak in favor of committee on 
Maine’s workforce and economic future 

Democratic leaders name committee members, 
outline committee work



On January 24, 2013, three prominent Maine business leaders released a report showing
that investments in high-quality early learning programs are good for Maine businesses
and help boost the economy both today and in the future during at press conference at
The Opportunity Alliance Head Start Center.  Pictured above, from left to right, are Dana
Connors, president of the Maine State Chamber of Commerce; Robert (Bob) Moore, CEO
and chairman of Dead River Company; Susan Gates, national director of America’s Edge,
a nonprofit business leaders organization; and, Meredith Strang Burgess, CEO of
Burgess Advertising and Marketing and a former state representative from Cumberland
who chaired the Health and Human Services Committee.

term economic benefits as early care and
education,” said Connors.  

Unfortunately, there is tremendous
unmet need in Maine.  The Head Start
program currently serves less than 27 per-
cent of income-eligible children in Maine.
In addition, the state’s May 2012 supple-
mental budget eliminated Head Start ser-
vices for 217 Maine children and reduced
child care subsidy funding by 17 percent. 

The group called on both state and fed-
eral policy makers to reject proposals that
cut funding for Head Start, Early Head
Start, the Child Care and Development
Block Grant (CCDBG) and other early
learning programs and, instead, provide
additional resources, if possible.  The speak-
ers thanked Governor LePage for flat fund-
ing Head Start in his proposed biennial bud-
get.  They also encouraged Maine’s
Congressional members to champion efforts
to improve Head Start, Early Head Start,
and CCDBG programs through upcoming
reauthorizations of these programs.  

“We must protect programs that give
back to our economy and will continue to
give back in the long run,” said Connors. 

worker skills and labor demand. This will
result in a shortage of more than 1,500 asso-
ciate’s degree workers in information and
computer technology; over 1,000 unfilled
machinists positions; and 4,000 high-wage
jobs going unfilled over the next 10 years.

“We must train and re-train our cur-
rent workforce to start closing this skills
gap,” said Moore.  

“But we must also build an infrastructure
that will ensure a pipeline of skilled workers
for the future.  And the foundation of that
infrastructure is high-quality early learning.”

The America’s Edge report also cites
research showing children who partici-
pate in quality early learning programs
perform better in math and reading;
develop the social and emotional skills
that transform into the soft communica-
tion skills; have higher graduation rates;
enter the workforce with higher skill lev-
els; and, earn more as adults. 

These results translate into impres-
sive returns on investment—up to $16 for
every $1 spent.

“Few investments offer such dramat-
ic and proven quality short- and long-
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Information in this newsletter is intended to provide
guidance, not legal advice.  Since exact language and
definitions of key terms are critical to understanding the
requirements of legislation, rules or laws, we encourage
you to read each carefully.  Articles and information
contained in this newsletter may be reprinted with attri-
bution given to:  Maine State Chamber of Commerce.
Please address comments to Melanie Baillargeon,
director of communications.  Information about the
Maine State Chamber of Commerce may also be
viewed on the Internet at: www.mainechamber.org.  Our
email address is news@mainechamber.org.

About the Maine State Chamber of
Commerce:  Since 1889, the Maine State Chamber
has been fighting to lower your cost of doing business.
Through our Grassroots Action Network and OneVoice
program, we work with a network of approximately 5,000
companies statewide who see the value in such a service
and provide the financial support that keeps our access,
advocacy, and assistance efforts going strong.  As
Maine's Chamber, we make sure that the business envi-
ronment of the state continues to thrive.  The Maine State
Chamber of Commerce advocates on behalf of their inter-
ests before the legislature and regulatory agencies and
through conferences, seminars, and affiliated programs.  

Early Learning...
(Continued from Page 2...)

“Supporting quality early learning
programs throughout Maine is not just
good for our kids, it is good for our busi-
nesses,” said Strang Burgess.  “In fact,
every dollar invested in early care and
education in Maine generates a total of
$1.78 in economic activity in our state in
the form of sales of local goods and ser-
vices.  That helps Maine in the short-
term.  In the long-term, the return on
investment from high-quality early educa-
tion is one of the best I’ve ever seen.”

According to the report, Maine busi-
nesses are experiencing a very real “skills
gap.”  A recent analysis projects 26,000 new
high-wage and growth jobs in Maine over 10
years, but significant skills gaps are forecast
because of the state’s mismatch between

America’s Edge is a national business leaders organization, with over 100 members in Maine, working to
strengthen American businesses and the economy through effective, proven investments that help children
succeed in school and later in life.  For more information, please contact David Carrier by calling (202) 464-
5362 or by emailing dcarrier@americasedge.org.
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Digest of 
New Legislation

Maine Chamber staff have studied each of
these recently printed bills to assess potential
impact on business trends.  If you have con-
cerns regarding any bill, please communicate
those concerns to a member of our governmen-
tal services staff at (207) 623-4568. 

Joint Select Committee...
(Continued from Page 1...)

remain unfilled because of the skills gap.
Committee members will explore options
to coordinate current efforts to help
Maine people get the skills that Maine
businesses need to grow.

“Maine has provided strong support
for start-up tech companies,” said Susan
Mackay, CEO of Cerahelix of Orono.
“Now it’s time to provide support for grow-
ing small businesses looking to expand.”

Cerahelix is a cleantech company
working to develop a filter that can lower
energy costs for a variety of industries. It
employs six people at its facility at the
University of Maine, and has seen its
business grow as result of both its rela-
tionship with the university and federal
research and development investments. 

“We know Maine small businesses
need a healthy, stable business climate in
order to hire, invest and expand,” said
Rep. Seth Berry (D-Bowdoinham),
House Chair of the Workforce and
Economic Future Committee. “The com-
mittee will will explore specific ways to
lower small businesses’ costs and help
them compete in today’s economy.”

In Maine, 95% of all businesses
employ fewer than 50 people. 

BUDGET AND FINANCE
LD 80, An Act to Change the Schedule for the
Beginning of the Biennial Budgety Cycle.
(Rep. Cotta, R-China)  Joint Standing
Committee on Appropriations and Financial
Affairs. This bill shifts the start of the fiscal
biennium for the state budget from the first reg-
ular session of the Legislature to the second reg-
ular session of the Legislature, beginning for the
fiscal year that begins on July 1, 2016. This bill
also provides that the state budget beginning on
July 1, 2015, is a one-year budget. 

BUSINESS REGULATION
LD 15, An Act To Amend the Authorized
Hours During Which Liquor May Be Sold
and Purchased. (Rep. Gilbert, D-Jay)  Joint
Standing Committee on Legal and Veterans
Affairs. This bill allows a holder of a liquor
license to sell or deliver liquor from 5:00 a.m.
on any day until 1:00 a.m. of the following
day, except in those areas in which liquor may
not be sold on Sundays. The bill also amends
sections of law that deal with the sale of liquor
on Sundays to reflect this change. 
LD 22, An Act To Promote Equity in
Business Opportunity for Tobacco Specialty
Stores. (Sen. Hamper, R-Oxford)  Joint
Standing Committee on Health and Human
Services. Current law allows the on-premises
service, preparation and consumption of food
and drink in tobacco specialty stores only if
those stores were licensed for such services
prior to January 1, 2007. This bill removes
the prohibition on the acquisition of such
licenses by tobacco specialty stores subse-
quent to January 1, 2007. 
LD 46, An Act To Protect Maine Business
Names. (Rep. Beck, D-Waterville)  Joint
Standing Committee on Judiciary. This bill
requires the Secretary of State to disregard
certain words, symbols and numbers when
determining whether the name of a business
entity is distinguishable from the names of
other business entities. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
LD 35, An Act To Amend the Law
Concerning the Membership of the Maine
Economic Growth Council. (Rep. Hayes, D-

Ÿ Sen. Roger Katz (R-Augusta)

Ÿ Sen. Brian Langley (R-Ellsworth)

Ÿ Sen. Linda Valentino (D-Saco)

Ÿ Sen. Richard Woodbury 
(U-Yarmouth)

Ÿ Rep. Paul Bennett 
(R-Kennebunk)

Ÿ Rep. Paul Gilbert (D-Jay)

Ÿ Rep. Gay Grant (D-Gardiner)

Ÿ Rep. Peter Johnson (R-Greenville)

Ÿ Rep. Joyce Maker (R-Calais)

Ÿ Rep. Anne-Marie Mastraccio 
(D-Sanford)

Ÿ Rep. Kim Monaghan-Derrig 
(D-Cape Elizabeth)

Ÿ Rep. Terry Morrison 
(D-South Portland)

Ÿ Rep. Jeffrey Timberlake 
(R-Turner)  

“We all know we need to invest in
people and businesses, but we also need
to invest in places. Community centers
like main streets and downtowns are
essential to creating jobs,” said Senator
Seth Goodall (D-Richmond), the Senate
Chair of the Workforce and Economic
Future Committee.

Jennifer Geiger, director of Main
Street Bath, spoke about her organiza-
tion’s success revitalizing downtown
Bath. “I have seen firsthand how the
investment of time, energy, and capital in
downtown Bath has helped our small
independent businesses to get a foothold
and flourish,” said Geiger. “I am delight-
ed that this committee, formed to help get
our economy growing again, is including
investment in places like Maine’s down-
towns and Main Streets in its plans.”

The committee, officially established
last week by a Joint Order in the Maine
Legislature, will first meet on Monday,
January 28. The committee will be
briefed by economists and industry lead-
ers at its first meeting. 

Senate President Justin Alfond (D-
Portland) and House Speaker Mark Eves
(D-North Berwick) also announced mem-
bers of the committee at the press confer-
ence. A full list of committee members
appears below.  

Continued on Page 4...

Joint Select Committee on 
Maine’s Workforce and the Economy

Senate Chair: Senator Seth Goodall (D-Richmond), Senate Majority Leader

House Chair: Rep. Seth Berry (D-Bowdoinham), House Majority Leader
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Buckfield)  Joint Standing Committee on
Labor, Commerce, Research, and Economic
Development. Under current law, four mem-
bers of the Legislature are appointed to the
Maine Economic Growth Council. This bill
requires that two of the four legislative mem-
bers must be Senators, and two must be mem-
bers of the House of Representatives. This bill
also requires that, of the two members from
each body, one must belong to the political
party holding the largest number of seats in
that body and one must belong to the political
party holding the second largest number of
seats in that body. 

ENVIRONMENTAL
LD 105, An Act To Allow Motor Fuel
Containing Five Percent Ethanol To Be Sold in
the State. (Rep. Jeff Timberlake, R-Turner)
Joint Standing Committee on Labor, Commerce,
Research, and Economic Development. This bill
allows a distributor, blender or retail dealer of
gasoline in the State to sell, consign or distrib-
ute, in addition to any other gasoline offered,
gasoline containing only 5% ethanol. 

INSURANCE
LD 83, An Act To Protect Health Insurance
Ratepayers from Undocumented Rate
Increases. (Sen. Patrick, D-Oxford)  Joint
Standing Committee on Insurance and
Financial Services. This bill restores the statu-
tory process for advance review and prior
approval of individual health insurance rates
and rescinds the changes to the rate review
process for individual health insurance made
by Public Law 2011, chapter 90. 

MISCELLANEOUS
LD 19, An Act To Facilitate Access to
Information by Legislators. (Sen. Craven, D-
Androscoggin)  Joint Standing Committee on
Judiciary. This bill requires an agency or official
having custody of a public record to waive inspec-
tion, copying and mailing fees if the requester is
a member of the Legislature who serves on the
legislative committee having subject matter juris-
diction over the agency or official. 

TAXATION
LD 50, An act to Exempt Fuel Used in Small
Commercial Aircraft from Fuel Sales Tax. (Rep.
Johnson, R-Greenville)  Joint Standing Committee
on Taxation. This bill exempts from fuel sales tax
internal combustion engine fuel bought or used to
propel an aircraft that weighs 6,000 pounds or less
that is used for commercial aviation. 

LD 55, An Act to Promote Filmmaking in the
State. (Rep. Harvell, R-Farmington)  Joint
Standing Committee on Taxation. This bill pro-
vides reimbursement for expenditures made by a
visual media production company for a feature
film production in rural Maine that occurs pri-
marily before January 1, 2015. Reimbursement
is limited to $800,000 and will be paid in four
equal annual installments beginning in July 2015. 
LD 65, An Act to Reduce the Income Tax on
Capital Gains. (Rep. Malaby, R-Hancock)  Joint
Standing Committee on Taxation. Currently
under state law, long-term capital gains are taxed
as regular income. This bill taxes income derived
from the sale of assets held for more than one
year at 3%. 

TRANSPORTATION
LD 109, An Act To Exempt All Vehicles
Delivering Home Heating Fuel, Including
Wood Pellets, from Weight Limits. (Rep. Paul
Davis, R-Sangerville)  Joint Standing
Committee on Transportation. This bill clarifies
that the provision of law stating that vehicles
delivering home heating fuel are exempt from
weight limits includes vehicles delivering fire-
wood, wood pellets, propane and fuel oil, thus
allowing such vehicles to use posted roads.  
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