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New York state faces a shortage of 350,000 mid-level skilled workers, and the 

Capital Region is especially vulnerable because its technology sector is growing so quickly. 

That was the message Tuesday from a group of businesses and educational leaders citing a 

report from America’s Edge. The national organization, with 150 members in the Albany area, 

supports early education as a means for the U.S. to compete in a global marketplace. 

The organization also supports the new Common Core initiative, a nationwide standardized 

testing system designed to better prepare students for college and career. 

 

“Mid-level” jobs are those that fall between a high-school diploma and a four-year degree. 

The skills gap is a concern that is often echoed by GlobalFoundries, a computer chip-maker that 

employs 2,000 at its plant in Saratoga County, and other local high-tech manufacturers. 

 

Jenn O’Connor, state director of America’s Edge, said one solution is a stronger effort to 

introduce science, technology, engineering and mathematics, or STEM-based disciplines, at the 

high-school and middle-school levels. 

 

The organization released its report at the University at Albany’s College of Nanoscale Science 

and Engineering. The nanoscale college, which employs 3,100 with average salaries of $85,000, 

and is said to be the world’s most advanced college nanotechnology research center. 

Most have two-year or four-year degrees, while only one in 14 holds a Ph.D., said Robert Geer, 

the college’s vice president for academic affairs. 

 

The Capital Region’s investment in its semiconductor, nanoscience and nano-energy sectors 

can be a game-changer, provided the public and private sectors collaborate, said John Cavalier, 

a former Apple Inc. (Nasdaq: APPL) executive and former chairman and CEO of MapInfo. 

Cavalier also sits on the board of Fuller Road Management, a real estate holding company for 

the property where the nanoscale college is located, and is active with America’s Edge. 
	  


