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It’s that time of year again when our young people are graduating 
from high schools all across Maine. It’s a time to celebrate their 
accomplishments. It’s also the time to see whether they are prepared 
for college and careers — to ensure they are ready to successfully 
compete in a global marketplace with the skills our businesses now 
expect. 
 
According to a report from the business leaders’ organization 
America’s Edge, Maine needs at least 15,000 additional skilled 
workers if we are going to fill the jobs of the future. Significant job 
growth is projected in Maine’s health care industry and in the fields of 
science, technology, engineering and math, known as STEM fields. 

 
Between 2008 and 2018, Maine jobs requiring more than a high school education are 
expected to grow seven times faster than jobs for high school dropouts. By 2018, 87 percent 
of STEM jobs will require more than a high school education. 
 
So how can we best prepare our young people for this job growth and help our businesses 
maintain a highly-skilled work force for years to come? Education — and education that starts 
with high-quality early learning. 
 
Extensive research confirms that children who participate in high-quality early learning 
programs are significantly more likely to enter kindergarten with the skills they need to learn, 
which leads to successes during school and later in the work force. Results from the best 
early learning programs show that participating students have increased language skills, less 
need for special education and increased graduation rates. Students from such high-quality 
programs are also up to 22 percent more likely to be employed when they are an adult, and 
can earn as much as 36 percent more than those who did not participate in a high-quality 
early learning program. 
 
High-quality early learning programs are proven to help Maine effectively tackle current 
educational challenges, which include 16 percent of high school students not graduating on 
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time; 61 percent of eighth graders performing below grade level in math; and 68 percent of 
our fourth-graders performing below grade level in reading. 
 
And for critics who think the academic benefits of high-quality early learning deteriorate or 
“fade out” over time, a recent evaluation of New Jersey’s pre- K program shows otherwise. A 
2013 evaluation found that children who attended the program significantly outperformed 
similar children who did not attend, and that the benefits of attending the program were 
sustained through fourth grade. 
Research also shows that investing in high-quality early care and education can boost 
Maine’s economy today, as well as in the long term. 
 
Every dollar in Maine invested in high-quality early learning generates an additional 78 cents 
in economic activity, for a total of $1.78 in sales of local goods and services throughout the 
state. As an economic sector, early care and education generates as much or more economic 
activity than investments in other major sectors like construction and transportation, and even 
more than forestry and fishing. 
 
Finally, and perhaps most compelling, investments in high quality early education programs 
have been shown to reduce taxpayer dollars spent on other social programs. 
 
Here in Maine, a recent economic analysis of early learning programs by University of Maine 
economics professor Philip Trostel demonstrated 7.5 times return on investment. In particular, 
professor Trostel’s study highlights how investments in high-quality early education programs 
can lead to a substantial reduction in money that would otherwise be needed for child 
protective services, special education, public assistance, law enforcement and corrections. 
We are fortunate in Maine that our congressional delegation has long supported and often 
championed critical early education and care programs like Head Start, Early Head Start and 
the Child Care and Development block grant. It’s now time to strengthen that effort. 
 
I urge our delegation to support a voluntary state-federal partnership that will expand access 
to high-quality pre-K for 4-year-olds and high-quality child care for children age birth to 3, 
especially for children in low-income families. Access to these programs will allow those 
parents to go work knowing their children are in an environment that will help them succeed, 
both when they enter school and the work force. 
 
High-quality early learning is the building block for moving Maine’s children along the 
educational continuum to their highest potential, and for ensuring our businesses have the 
skilled work force we need. 
 
NEWELL AUGUR is a lawyer in private practice and co-chairman of the Maine Children’s 
Growth Council. He lives in Brunswick.	   	  


