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As our Montana students graduate this spring we have to ask “are their skills ready for our 
competitive state and global economy?” 
It has been stated that 90 percent of science, engineering and math jobs in Montana require 
formal education beyond high school, yet often fewer than 50 percent of our matriculated state 
university freshmen finally graduate with degrees. And we know that college graduate lifetime 
earnings average $2.1 million higher than high school dropouts. Post secondary education is 
critical to greater productivity and career advancement. But we should start earlier. 
Children in high quality early learning programs enter kindergarten with momentum in skills that 
lead to school, college and workplace success. A Chicago Child-Parent Center study found 
that its graduates generated nearly $11 in benefits for every $1 invested. Few public programs 
can equal this rate of return. In this regard, we should encourage our state and Federal 
representatives for their key roles in supporting critical programs like Head Start and Early 
Head Start. 
Personally, I believe we should beg our Congressional delegation to endorse state-federal 
partnerships that continue and expand this access to high quality pre-kindergarten facilities 
and staff for our 4-year-olds and quality early learning opportunities for children in the critically 
formative years between birth and 3. This creates momentum for them to enter school 
successfully and ultimately to succeed in the adult working environment. 
High quality early learning is a key building block for preparing our children to succeed in our 
great Montana school system, and guarantees their success in school and beyond. This can 
ultimately ensure that Montana has the educated and articulate workforce that it needs in the 
coming, demanding global economic century. 
 
Nicholas Davis 
Bozeman 
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