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HELENA — Some Montana business leaders praised Gov. Steve Bullock on Monday for his successful efforts to 

secure funding for early childhood education for the first time. 

Bullock recommended that the Legislature spend $2 million as the state’s first appropriation to fund early 

childhood, pre-kindergarten education. The 2013 Legislature approved a plan that will provide at least $2 million 

on early childhood education through the Stars to Quality program in the state Department of Public Health and 

Human Services. 

The Montana businessmen are members of America’s Edge, a national nonprofit, nonpartisan organization of 

business leaders. About 175 Montana business people belong to the group, which they said was the highest 

total for any state. 

They also discussed the implementation of common core curriculum standards to set learning objectives for 

students to meet as they go through the K-12 education system. The state Board of Public Education is 

implementing them through its new content and performance standards. 

Dave Curry of Butte, Montana director of America’s Edge, said the group was “ill-prepared,” but delighted when 

Bullock, as part of his State of the State address in January, proposed the investment in early education. 

“We will offer our support in the future,” Curry said. 

In response, Bullock said, “I think it was good to make an investment in early education. The initial investment 

made sense. We have time to build on it.” 

Bullock also pointed to the passage of his proposal to freeze tuition for Montana students attending state 

colleges and universities for two years. The Legislature, at Bullock’s request, increased the university system’s 

budget by enough money to allow the tuition freeze. 

He also touted the effort by the executive and legislative branches to tie university system funding increases in 

the second year of the budget period to meeting performance standards. The university system concurred. 

The governor said this marks the first year that that the ACT test, a common college entrance test, will be 

available for every junior in a Montana high school to take. 



In addition, Bullock cited the dual-enrollment program under which high school students can enroll in college 

courses and receive college credits. 

Shane Ford of Butte, president of Re-bath Montana, a bathroom remodeling business, said the common core 

standards are needed to raise the academic standards in Montana. 

Ford said most of the state’s job growth since 2001 has been in “middle-skill jobs,” which require less than a 

four-year degree but more than a high-school diploma. Many of them are in the field known as STEM—science, 

technology, engineering and mathematics. 

Growth in STEM jobs will continue rapidly, Ford said, reaching a projected 23,300 jobs by 2018, up from 20,000 

in 2008. 

Tom Trebon of Helena, retired president of Carroll College, said the adoption of the common core 

standards is critical. 

“We will know that Montana students can compete against the world’s best because the standards are 

internationally benchmarked, matching up, and, in certain areas, exceeding standards from the world’s highest 

academically achieving countries,” Trebon said. 

Chris Ackerman, general manager of Cherry Creek Radio in Butte, said these skills are vital for job applicants. 

“First as an employer, you’re hoping they can complete a sentence or write a follow-up letter,” he said. 

Ackerman cited an America’s Edge report that said for every $1 invested in early care and education in 

Montana, it generates $1.61 cents in the local economy. That more than the additional money generated by 

transportation ($1.52), construction ($1.49), wholesale trade (also $1.49), retail ($1.42) and manufacturing 

($1.39), the report said. 

Information about the national group can be found at: www.americasedge.org. 

 


