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A not-for-profit group dropped in at the Greater Springfield Chamber of Commerce in April with what seemed fairly 
startling news that four in 10 Sangamon County residents were ill-prepared for high-skilled jobs of the future. 
 
AMERICA’S EDGE, which promotes investment in early childhood education, estimated there would be 10,300 
jobs created in the next decade in Sangamon County that would require at least some post-secondary education. 
Representatives of Lincoln Land Community College who joined in release of the report said 60 percent of 
entering students need help with basic math, reading and composition. 
 
We decided to take a closer look. 
As part of a national GateHouse Media project, I will be spending the next month looking at the “SKILLS GAP,” 
including interviews with workers who have made the transition — or perhaps are in training — to new careers. 
 
If you happen to be among those who have changed careers or are still looking, we’d be interested in speaking 
with you. Send an email to tim.landis@sj-r.com, including your contact information. 
 
One of the findings early on in the project is that the new face of unemployment following the Great Recession is 
older and more educated than previous recessions. It isn’t just blue-collar workers this time around. 
 
Another early finding — the longer someone is out of work, the harder it is to get a job. 
 
We will look at the best job prospects in the coming years and the kind of skills required, according to private and 
government experts. We also will explore community colleges, which have been assigned a front-line role in 
retraining the work force. 
 
Here are some of the latest national unemployment numbers nearly four years after the official end of the 
recession: 
* 11.5 million unemployed in July. 
* 8.2 million part-time workers. 
* 4.2 million long-term unemployed (27 weeks or more). 
* 988,000 “discouraged workers,” meaning they have given up looking for jobs. 
 
At the same time, the U.S. Department of Labor this summer estimated 20.4 million jobs would be created 
between 2010 and 2020. Nearly all, according to the agency, will require some type of post-secondary training. 
The issue was of particular interest for us given the fact Illinois has had the second-highest unemployment in the 
nation for much of this year. 
 
I will be taking a break from my Sunday column during September. We expect to publish the “Skills Gap” project 
this fall. If there are business questions or submissions, please contact our newsroom, 788-1511 or sjr@sj-r.com. 
 
Tim Landis can be reached at 788-1536. Follow him at twitter.com/timlandisSJR. Listen to his business report 
Tuesday afternoon at 4:45 and Wednesday morning at 8:20 during The WUIS/SJ-R Business Report on WUIS 
91.9 FM, 89.3 FM and WUIS.org, or online at www.sj-r.com. 


