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Some of the same people backing the Wake County school bond issue are also 
defending North Carolina’s use of the Common Core standards and spinning the 
November release of expected low statewide test results. 
 
As noted in an article Wednesday by Jane Stancill, several local business leaders held a 
news conference Tuesday to say the Common Core Standards are key to reversing a 
skills gap in the American workforce. The united front by the business community comes 
as North Carolina braces for the November release of the first batch of test results since 
the new standards were implemented. 

 
The speakers on Tuesday included Billie Redmond, a current co-chair of the Friends of 

Wake County; Ann Goodnight, the FOWC co-chair during the 2006 bond campaign; Harvey Schmitt, president of 
the Greater Raleigh Chamber of Commerce and Steve Parrott, president of the Wake Education Partnership. 
 
“Imagine that: higher standards, more rigor, lower scores,” Parrott said. “But scores dropping do not indicate 
that our students in North Carolina are going backwards or not learning. They also do not mean that our public 
education system is broken. Quite the contrary. Rigorous standards and assessments will improve teaching. 
They will raise the bar for students so that they can help North Carolina businesses compete.” 
 
Schmitt asked policymakers and the public to be patient as the Common Core is fully implemented. 
“Anytime you go through a major shift in anything – whether it’s in the governor’s office, or whether it’s the state 
legislature or in education reform – there’s going to be some bumpiness,” Schmitt said. “We want to make 
certain that this conversation doesn’t get sidetracked as we go through process of cementing these concepts 
into our school system.” 
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