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Invest in early education 

Good mechanical-assembly work requires precision, 
skill, and a commitment to quality. I want to put the 
best-qualified employees on our projects; my 
customers expect no less. Ensuring a highly skilled 
work force, overall, is a goal requiring skillful 
preparations of its own: setting our future workers on 
the path to success, as early as possible in life. 
Thus, it’s heartening to see a growing, national 
consensus around the importance of investing wisely 
in young children’s learning and development, as 
your recent editorial noted [“Early education worth 
the costs,” Thursday]. 

As you state, “research shows that a laser-like focus 
on a child’s early years is without question the best 
social investment we can make, particularly for low-
income children.” The return on such investments 
includes a better-prepared work force, a stronger 
business climate, and a more solid economy. For 
example, studies show that kids who have benefited 
from high-quality preschool are more likely to 
graduate from high school. They’re more likely to 
attend colleges, universities and trade schools, as 
well as secure good jobs. They have a better shot at 
developing creativity — an important characteristic 
for kids that leads to adults who can become 
stronger thinkers, engineers and inventors. 

This is particularly critical at a time when the number 
of Illinois’ highly skilled jobs is growing at a rate four 
times that of our lowest-skilled positions, according 
to a report from America’s Edge. Compounding that 
trend, only two out of five of our state’s adult workers 
hold at least an associate’s degree. So, it’s 
impressive that a bipartisan group in Congress 
introduced federal legislation to strengthen states’ 
early learning programs. It’s important that more than 

two-dozen states — with Republican and Democratic 
governors, alike — have bolstered early childhood 
investments in the last year. 

And it’s significant that our governor’s recent State of 
the State address drew a bead on improving Illinois’ 
own birth-to-5 services. We can’t return to the budget 
cuts that already have pushed about 20,000 young 
children from preschool classrooms statewide. If we 
want to see precision, skill, and a commitment to 
quality in the work force of tomorrow, we have to 
devote the same to the learning and development of 
young children today. 

And we need to work together to get it done. 

Keith Krutz, president,  
IMS Buhrke-Olson, 
Arlington Heights 


