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Ottawa, Illinois – Friday, May 2, 2014 
 
To the Editor: 
 
This month, Illinois leaders can begin reversing the steady erosion that’s been marring a critical and 
proven strategy for economic development: early care and education. 
 
Over the past several years, budget cuts have displaced more than 25,000 children from state-supported 
preschool classrooms throughout Illinois. About 140 pre-kindergarten slots disappeared in La Salle 
County alone from 2010 to 12 — the equivalent of seven classrooms of kids, most of whose parents can’t 
find affordable options elsewhere. 
 
What does this have to do with our economy and business climate? Plenty, in both the long- and short-
term. 
 
A strong, skilled workforce tomorrow hinges heavily on what we can do to prepare kids today. Years of 
research have endorsed high-quality early learning programs as one of the most effective ways to ensure 
more children enter school ready to succeed, avoid dropping out, and later graduate to secure good-
paying jobs as productive citizens. 
 
But early childhood programs command impressive short-term benefits for our economy, as well. 
 
Every public dollar we invest in early learning opportunities produces nearly double that amount in 
nearly immediate, local business activity for communities throughout Illinois, according to a new report 
from ReadyNation/America’s Edge. Increased sales, in turn, spur businesses to hire more workers, 
brightening our jobs picture.  
 
In fact, early learning investments pack more such “multiplier” potential for boosting Illinois’ economy 
than eight out of nine major business sectors studied in the report. 
 
For the benefit of kids and businesses, alike, we should think big: If we extended early education access to 
most disadvantaged young children who currently lack it, we could add another $1.2 billion to our 
economy while creating 19,000 new jobs—4,000 of them outside the early learning sector. 
 
Yet if we return to cutting early learning resources, we’ll see very different results. The $80 million we’ve 
recently cut from Early Childhood Block Grant programs already is costing Illinois about $155 million in 
annual sales and business activity, according to ReadyNation/America’s Edge. 
 
It all depends on state policymakers’ budget decisions this month. Thus, I join more than 100 other Illinois 
business leaders who are part of ReadyNation/America’s Edge in urging lawmakers to act on research to 
safeguard young children and secure our local economies by protecting our early learning investments. 
 
BOYD PALMER, Executive Director 
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