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Understanding the facts about children in Montana illustrates why smart, proven investments in 
Montana’s children and youth are critical to protecting Montana’s competitive edge in a global market 
place.

Children in Montana1

	220,000 children (under the age of 18) live in the state. About one in 10 of these children is Native American;
	44,000 children (20%) live in poverty (about $22,100 or less for a family of four). Poverty rates are even higher 		
	 among Native American children, with 42 percent (8,600 children) in poverty;
	21,000 children (10%) live in extreme poverty (about $11,000 or less for a family of four); 
	29 percent of children live in a household with only one parent.

Early Childhood2

	Currently, Montana has no state-funded pre-kindergarten program;
	Over 5,400 children participate in the federally-funded Head Start program, including almost 2,200 Native American 	
	 children; 
	Only 15 percent of 3-year-olds and 22 percent of 4-year-olds were enrolled Head Start or a special education 		
	 preschool program;
  64 percent of children under the age of 6 have both or their only parent in the work force.

School Readiness3

 Math: 
	 o	 55 percent of fourth graders are below grade level in math;
	 o	 54 percent of eighth graders are below grade level in math. 

 Reading:
	 o	 64 percent of fourth graders are reading below grade level; 
	 o	 58 percent of eighth graders are reading below grade level.

Graduation Rates4

	24 percent of high school students do not graduate on time with a high school diploma; 
	These rates are worse for minority youth:

	 o 	 54 percent of African-Americans do not graduate on time; 
	 o 	 47 percent of Latinos do not graduate on time; 
	 o 	 50 percent of Native Americans do not graduate on time. 
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